January 15, 2008
Dear Friends,
Where have the Beebes been? Try the ancient
galleon trade route (James and Maria in
Zamboanga); the silk road (Maria in Kabul,
Afghanistan and Ligaya in Xining, China); the
Oregon Trail (James in Portland); Sim City
(David’s perfect society) and I-90 (James in the
Pacific NW and David in the NE).
In both our 2004 and 2006 letters we reported
that James continued to teach, advise graduate
students and help students with dissertations in
the Doctoral Program in Leadership Studies at
Gonzaga while being involved in Democratic
Party work, social justice work with the
Unitarian Universalists, and his studies to
eventually become a Unitarian Universalist community
minister.
James adds: “Well, I am still doing these things. The
significant events have been travel and the 11 weeks I spent
as a Chaplain Intern at Providence Portland Medical
Center. Travel has included presentations at conferences in
Vancouver BC and Washington DC, being a tourist and
spending some time with Maria in London, South Africa,
and the Philippines presenting on Servant Leadership and
Leadership and Technology at the second eQuality
conference of Information Technology (IT) leaders and state
college president with Maria and working with a colleague
from Gonzaga to set up a partnership between Gonzaga
and Ateneo University, the Jesuit university in Manila. I
have not made much progress on the book because life
seems to get in the way. I have assumed more of a support
role rather than a leadership role for the development of university wide global programs at Gonzaga, but am
still very much involved. “
“My internship as a hospital chaplain was one of the most emotionally intense experiences of my life. The
internship was part of a structured program called Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) involving time with
patients and time with colleagues and a supervisor reflecting on and trying to make sense out of the
experience. CPE is a requirement for both the MDiv degree and for ordination as a community minister. I was
assigned to a diabetes and kidney failure floor during the week and spent every other weekend working 24hour shifts as the chaplain for the entire hospital. I found myself blessing babies, being with people as they
died, working with families, and just being present with patients when being present was all that I could do.
Watching people who were alone and others who had families and friends provided a stark contrast and a
reminder of the extent to which these outcomes are the results of deliberate decisions about how one lives her
or his life. It was especially painful for me to realize that choices people had made as well as pure chance had
brought folks, in many cases young folks, to death and that nothing I nor anyone else could do would change
things. Because I was not a traditional Christian chaplain, I found myself relating to people who would not
have ever envisioned they would have wanted to talk with a chaplain. For me two major areas of growth were
recognizing that I do not have to and in many cases cannot “fix” things and recognition that there are

situations where my normal, excessive cheerfulness is neither appropriate nor useful. With the completion of
the chaplain internship, I have only two more courses to take, an online Hebrew scriptures course, and a
church internship to satisfy the requirements for both the MDiv and ordination. I had planned to do the
church internship during the Spring of 2008, but instead will be spending some time with Maria in
Afghanistan and possibly doing some consulting.”
Since June 2006, Maria has been the Chief of Party of the
USAID-funded Afghan eQuality Alliances (Goal: equal access to
quality education and e-education resources) implemented by
WSU. She has spent most of her time in Kabul. She reports
that work has been challenging and rewarding in a very
stressful environment. What keeps her going are the bright
young college-age Afghans and young professionals. The
program operates Afghans Next Generation e-Learning
(ANGeL) Centers for Teaching and Learning. They have
successfully launched a Masters in public policy and
administration at Kabul University with visiting lecturers from
India, Japan and the US and a study abroad component at the
University of Washington. Check it out at
http://www.afghanequalityalliances.net.
In November, James and Maria volunteered to help
with the eQuality Summit. The venue was a beach
resort in Dapitan where the famous Philippine hero,
Dr Jose Rizal was held under house arrest. Dr Rizal
fought against Spanish domination in the Philippines
by writing novels, such as, Noli Me Tangere and El
Filibusterismo to rally the Filipinos. We, of course,
could not resist visiting his house and revisiting
Philippine history. Maria’s grandmother gave us a
picture of Dr Rizal, along with Andres Bonifacio who
she favored (and named her only son after him)
because Bonifacio was one with the masses. These
two pictures were the only ones that decorated her
house! A sure sign that she was a revolutionary at
heart. And in practice, she was a woman commander
during the hukbalahap (peasant) movement in the
Philippines. That explains the genetic predisposition
of Maria and Ligaya to be strong women! And,
having strong and supportive Beebe men helps.

David writes from I-90 in the NE:
A hard working society is a perfect society
I am now a producer at the video game company that I work
at. Tilted Mill just released the fifth in the SimCity Series
(SimCity Societies). The game takes a left-turn from the
SimCity progression and changes a lot of the usual game-play
features. We introduced the concept of societal energies and
in adding different societal energies to your city; you can
produce very distinct places. (Add a lot of creativity and you
get an Oz like candy land, go in the opposite direction by
adding authoritarian police and you get America*cough* I
mean an Orwellian Dystopia (complete with Big brother
posters and state televisions). The artists who I managed
decided I was a “tyrant” and put my face up as the “mean big
brother”; so there are a random handful of buildings in the
game which have my visage. I made it onto the cover of a
magazine (well the game did – with a building which had a
picture of me on it). The game is also heavily modifiable and
you know you have a winner when a fan creates a “ninja
academy.” Screenshots from the fans can be viewed at:
http://www.tiltedmill.com/forums/showthread.php?t=14266

Berimbau chamou pro jogo (Berimbau called to
the game)
I began training in Capoeria (the Brazilian
Dance/Fight) about 7 months ago. There are two
basic styles: Regional (a faster game) and Angola
(a slower game). Unlike Tae Kwan Do or Aikido
or any other martial art, it becomes imperative to
learn the language since well, you sing songs as
people “play”. My Portuguese is slowly ramping
up with things like “pay attention”; counting to
10; and “switch feet”. The thing about doing
aerobic exercise which involves tons of kicks, and
cartwheels is that … you lose weight while you
build muscle! I’ve lost a ton of body fat that
pleases me, my doctor, and my girlfriend, Elisa.

Post-apocalyptic aliens meet the blue man group
Elisa, my girlfriend is in a performance art band that creates
shows centered around welded-amplified instruments and
quirky sculptures. They have frequently asked me to perform
with them. The last show we did was at Worcester First
Night. It was an underwater alien piece. The kids in the
audience were thrilled. (They got to blow bubbles)

HGTV dreaming
Work continues apace on my condominium. When I
purchased it, the best advice a friend gave me was “it is a
marathon, not a sprint”. 2 years of changes later, he was
correct. I recently redid the floor in the living room, dining
area, and kitchen. Now Brazilian red wood (from an eco
friendly company- or so they tell me on the box…) unites the
space while a new paint job and trim contribute to a feeling of
harmony.

From Ligaya along the ancient silk road: Last you heard
from me I was busy scheming on how to get to Beijing. I
overshot Beijing by about 1150 km and am currently residing
in Xining, Qinghai Province, China. I think I fulfilled some
kind of familial/inter-generational legacy by joining up with
Volunteers in Asia (www.viaprograms.org). I’m working as
an English Literature and Writing teacher at Qinghai Normal
University’s Nationalities department. I am also providing
pro-bono English Resource support for Shem Women’s Group
(www.shemgroup.org). Shem is a really cool organization run
by an inspiring group of young Tibetan women. Their
mission is to empower Tibetan women and their communities
by designing and implementing sustainable grass-roots
development projects.

Highlights from my time off-country include: learning to
love yak milk tea, getting mistaken for a native
Thai/Chinese/Tibetan person, visiting some of my
colleagues’ home villages, ramping up my Chinese
language skills, watching with pride as my college
students made “foils” out of newspaper and lunged at
each other yelling, “A touch! A touch, I do confess!,”
having one on one meetings with students and
convincing them that their autobiographies were
important, working for a week at the Guangzhou
English Training Center for the Handicapped, being
surrounded by colleagues who are inspired and
inspiring, finally being able to say “I love my work” and
actually mean it.
Highlights yet to come: I’m really looking forward to
my first Chinese New Year’s/Tibetan Losar. If all goes
well I will be spending this special time with some
good friends either in Rebgong or in Chengdu. I’m
about to embark on a 30-hour train ride to get to
Guangzhou. I’ll take a bus from there to Hong Kong
where I will meet with my fellow VIA-China people
for our annual conference. This is a big country, and
I’ve only seen a small fraction of it. But I do look
forward to seeing as much of it as I can. I am also
looking forward to seeing all of my friends and family
who are planning on coming out here to visit ;)
(Chinese photos courtesy of Emma Williams)
This should make up for about 2 years worth of Beebe news. Come and visit us in Kabul, Xining, Boston, and Spokane.
You can reach us at James beebe.j@gmail.com; Maria maria.beebe@gmail.com; Ligaya lbeebe@gmail.com; and David
thedavidbeebe@gmail.com. This card can be viewed at http://www.jamesbeebe.net/xmas2008.pdf
Best regards,
James, Maria, David and Ligaya

