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15 June 2006
Dear Friends,
You last heard from the Beebes about 2 years
ago! So here’s the latest. First from Maria!
On the way to Mazar e Sharif, 400 kilometers
north of Kabul, our driver, Sardar pointed to the
snow capped mountain peaks and said, “We
are crossing those mountains.” I did not
believe him but two hours later, there we were
deep in the Hindu Kush (Caucasus to
Alexander the Great), into the Solang pass,
3,363 m and the extensive network of galleries
or half-tunnels on the approach roads, built with
Soviet financial and technical aid. At the last
tunnel there was still ice on the road, with cars
on the other side of the road sliding every which
way and cars being carried out. Luckily there
was no ice on our side of the road. We did use
our snow chains early on. While careening
downhill and puff puffing uphill on a not-soroadworthy nondescript car, we passed
discarded artillery, dead armored vehicles,
stones painted red and white marked for demining, green flags marking where martyrs
were buried, Popolano’s Pizzeria, rice paddies,
mulberry trees in bloom. Why was I going to
Mazar-e-Sharif? Well – it is a major tourist point
of interest because of its fabulous Muslim and
Ancient Greek architecture and the
extraordinary Rawze-e-Sharif or the Blue
Mosque. Actually, it is all about work. Since
April 2005 I have been working on developing
and kickstarting an Afghan eQuality Alliances:
towards 21st century universities in Afghanistan
with support from USAID Afghanistan.
www.afghanequalityalliances.net. And, yes I
continue to work with African universities and
finally agreed to work on IT in the Philippines
with the National Communications Commission
and their eQuality work with state universities and colleges. At their first eQuality Summit in
Kalibo, Aklan I even drafted James to do a workshop on servant leadership and its implications
for technology use.

Here’s what David has to say!
“I can vote, now that I am a landed property owner! I also recently passed the "14 years as a
resident in the United States" threshold to run for President (although I'm not 35 yet so dreams
of POTUS glory are temporarily put on hold.). All joking aside, I put some cash into a
condominium unit and so am hoping to see great tax returns next April.
It has been plaster and paint as I re-live my favorite HGTV and TLC shows by redoing the
bathroom, re-painting everything, and contemplating if a wall is load-bearing (for the everinevitable removal of said wall!).
Work goes along at a fair clip with Tilted Mill Entertainment about to release their second title.
Caesar IV is a Roman city builder game where you as the governor have to establish supply
lines for food and commodities for you little city while making sure that the appropriate Roman
services (bathhouses, temples, schools, barbershops and forums) are there for your multileveled socio economy society. As a member to the Roman Empire you are also called upon to
send things to Caesar (who might need a lot of timber to go make a fleet to conquer GreeceTimber you could use in your furniture and weapons industries closer to home). It is a balance
between local needs and Empire needs (often in conflict with each other.)
I just came back from the Electronic Entertainment Expo (they call it E3) in Los Angeles CA
where we showcased Caesar IV for three days of computer glitz and glamour. Having heard
horror stories of the E3 spectacle I went for my first time to this industry only event for buyers
(like Walmart) and the media. I thought I was prepared for it and even though this year was
considered "toned down" I found myself shell-shocked after wandering around the entire three
halls with that "I can't tell the difference between any of these games" glaze all over my eyes. I
did accomplish all of the goals I set for myself on the trip though:
• Eat at an In and Out Burger (check)
• Go to the Santa Monica /Venice Beach and walk up and down the sand (check)
• Eat a bacon wrapped hotdog from a vendor outside the LA Convention center (check)
A promotion is coming down the pipeline and the company is very excited about our next games
(hush-hush we can't talk about them!)
I am about to leave for a couple days in Paris and need to renew my US Passport soon. (alas I
will no longer have an passport that will raise eyebrows "where was this issued? Oh in… South
Africa?) Besides LA for work, I also traveled down to Cabo San Lucas for a vacation. My
Filipino complexion got me a little bit of chastisement from the locals who thought I looked local
enough and couldn't understand why I couldn't speak Spanish. I learned to surf (or I took
surfing lessons), sampled very fine high-end tequila, visited the Hotel California, wandered
around some early Spanish Missions, learned I'm not overly fond of spring break age people
anymore, and watched some Mexican traditional dancing.
Having grown up with a teacher of Filipino traditional dances, I was struck by some similarities.
For example: both cultures have a flirty dance with hats; both cultures have a candle dance with
candles balanced on the heads; and both cultures have a courtship dance with feet and a prop
(in the Philippines it is the bamboo sticks of the Tinikling while in Mexico there is an elaborate
ribbon dance that results in a bow being tied with just the use of their feet- it was pretty cool to
watch!). I'm sure there's some root of some sort there if one were to delve deep enough into
the histories… The previous statement was phrased in ironic jest but the interesting thing is that
besides the obvious Spanish influence, I wonder if deeper parallels could be drawn from the
Moorish occupation of the Mediterranean and the Muslim Filipinos of the southern islands.

So in a nutshell it is all a blur of Paris, Cabo San Lucas, LA, Home ownership, work and the
inevitable desire to go back to college life that occurs whenever I visit my little sister and see
how much fun she is having.”

After spending two years teaching special needs children in the trenches of deep Brooklyn
(www.nycteachingfellows.org), Ligaya has recently taken shelter in the Ivory Towers of the
University of Chicago (www.uchicago.edu). In August she will finish her thesis and earn her MA
in Social Sciences with a focus on History (mapss.uchicago.edu). She hopes to use this MA
and the MS in Education she earned from St. John's University to eventually trade up for a
Ph.D. (think Monopoly). At the U. of C. Ligaya was reunited with a group of old Reed College
comrades and was re-invigorated by the tortuous process of intellectual pursuit. Ligaya
currently works for the Cultural Policy Center of the U. of C. as a Research Assistant. When
she's not working at the center or studying at her kitchen table, she's involved in various guerilla
theater inspired community happenings, such as the Chicago Urban Iditarod
(www.chitidarod.org) and the Chicago Urban Devil's Golf Enthusiast League (www.cudgel.org).
During her last days in New York City, Ligaya was taken in by a group of circus arts performers
who initiated her into the mysteries of hula-hooping, spinning poi, and contact juggling. She's
been slowly spreading the joy of circus arts to the good people of Hyde Park.
Ligaya is unsure what her future holds, but has been cooking up schemes to become fluent in
Mandarin Chinese and spend some time in Beijing.
In 2004, we reported that James was still teaching, advising graduate students, and reading
dissertations in the Doctoral Program in Leadership Studies at Gonzaga University and that in
addition he was keeping busy with his political work with the Democrats, his social justice work
with the Unitarian Universalist, and his studies to be a minister. Two years later this is still what
he is doing. During the last two years he has chaired nine dissertations and made
presentations at conferences in Chicago, Vancouver, Amsterdam, Santa Fe, and Washington
DC. He has been involved in consulting work with the seminary where he is a student and for
health care researchers in Portland. He was an invited participant on the use of RAP and other
forms of community assessment at the Wingspread conferences on developing a protocol for
international work at the “Base of the Pyramid” in 2004 and 2005; and presented on leadership
and technology at the eQuality conference of Informational Technology (IT) leaders and state
college presidents in the Philippines in 2006. In May he signed a contract with Elsiver to do a
handbook on rapid, but not rushed, qualitative research. Finally he has been involved in the
preparation of proposals for funding for a partnership between Gonzaga and Ateneo in the
Philippines and for developing a Global and Cross-cultural studies Center at Gonzaga.

